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Hejan Kocanosuh

I'PEIIHUIIA BE3 I'PEXA

IIpoussooma: ,,HoBakouh ®unm*, beorpaz, 1930

35 MM, puo/Genu, Hemu, ayxuHa 1817 merapa (7 unHoBa)

Cyenapuo u pexcuja:. Kocma Hosaxoeuh

Cuumuo: Kocra HoBakoBuh u capagauiu

YV enasnum ynoeama: Comwa CranucasibeBuh, [lepca [1aBnosuh, Hukomna INommh, Buktop
Crapuuh, Unuja paruh, Mumgoje Kpctuh u npyru

OnoOpeH 3a jaBHo npukazuBame 12.04.1930. (Len3ypua kmmkuma op. 90/930)
[Ipemujepuo npukasan y 6eorpajackom ouockomy ,,Kacura® 12.04.1930.

Kocra HoBakoBuh je cBakako jeaH ol Haj3HA4YajHUJUX CPIICKUX IMHOHHUpPA
¢unma koju je nmemosao m3mely IlpBor m /[lpyror cBerckor para, pohen y Yauxy
3.06.1895, a mpemunyo y beorpaay 1.12.1953. ronune. Kocta HoBakoBuh je 3aBprmo
¢dapmanmjy y 3arpedy 1923, paauo je kao amorekap M 1moceaoBao aporepujy, a 1925. je
OTIOYEO J1a ce akTUBHO 0aBu ¢unmom. Y beorpany je ocHoBao mpenysehe “HoBakouh
¢uM" Koje je, HemTo KacHHje, OTBOPHIIO COIICTBEHU CTYIMO M (HUIMCKY JabopaTopujy,
Te je 3amonbaBanio Buie ciyxkOenuka. [Tocie 1928. 3akynuo je HEKOTMKO OEorpagCKux
6uockora u 6aBuo ce, Takohe, AUCcTpuOyIHjoM (HUIMOBA.

N3mehy 1929. u 1941. roqune Kocra HoBakoBuh je mpon3Beo U CHUMHO, I€TIOM
JUYHO, a JISJIOM HEeTOBH CapaJHUIM, BETUKUA OpOj JOKYMEHTApHUX U IPYTHX HAPYUECHUX
¢dbunmona. [loceban 3Haua] uma mweroB Hoeaxkoeuha syncypnan xoju je on 1926. mpatuo
30uBama y beorpay, Cpouju u KpasbeBunu JyrocnaBuju, HEKMX TOJHHA CKOPO PEIOBHO,
a HEKMX caMo moBpeMmeHo. Benuku neo HoBakoBuheBuX MOKyMEHTapHUX MaTepujaia je
cadyBaH M JIaHAC MPEJCTaBJba IParomneHy GUIMCKy UCTOPH]CKY Tpal)y 0 CBoMe BpeMeHY.

[TpBu mokymaj Kocte HoBakoBuha y oGmactu urpa”or ¢uiama Owia je Kparka
Oypnecka (oko 600 merapa — nBa umHa) Kpas uwapacmona caumibeHa 1927. y cruny
Mak CeneroBux komenuja. OBO OCTBapeme ,,u3 Oeocpadckoe sxcusoma‘* HUjEe UMaIIO
HEKH yCIieX KOJI Tjejajaia, a KpUTHKA Ta je YIJIaBHOM Jomie oneHuna. To, mehyrum,
Huje obecxpabpuino HoBakoBuha u oH je yOp30 MpUCTYNHO peann3aiiju aMOUIIMO3HUjer
UrpaHor npojekra — ¢punma I pewnuya 6e3 cpexa. Jla 6u o6e36earo morpedHa cpencTBa
3a CHUMam€ HOBOT (hUjIMa MPoJ1ao j€ CBOjYy IPOTepH]y.

Aytop cuenapuja u penutesb 0mo je cam Kocra HoBakoBuh — OH je caumHHO
JETHOCTaBHY MEJIOJPaMCKy TpPHUYY O CEOCKOoj aeBojiuu JbyOuin Koja, MO HaroBopy
yUuTEJha, OCTAaBJba CEJIO M CBOT BepeHuka Hukomy, Te oanaszu y beorpaa Ha mkonoBame.
Ty yno3naje xoxmraruiepa Jlajorna, Koju U3UrpaBa CUMIIATHYHOT KaBajbepa U MOKYIaBa
na je 3aBene. JbyOuma teneoHoM Mo3uBa MOJMIHM]Yy KOja CTHKE Ha BpeMe Ja crace
JIEBOjKY OJ] HaCMJIHWKA M XarcH Jlajoina, 3a Kora ce MCIOCTaBJba Jla j€ KpUMHUHAJAIL 3a
KojuM ce Tpara. OuajHa mrTo je Owia Ha MyTy Ja MOCTaHE TPEUIHMIA U pa3oydapaHa y
camy cebe, JbyOuna mokymasa aa ce youje ckauyhu ca mocrta y CaBy. Y mocienmeM
TPEHYTKY je clacaBa BEpPEHUK KOjU je JIO0IIAo y rpaj jaa je nponale, ma Tako JpybaB
tpujymbyje. Hukoma u Jbybuma ce Bpahajy y cemo u BeHuaBajy ce y3 OJarocioB
poauTesba.



VY JHEBHO] IUTaMIM, y peKjaMHE CBpXe, pacmucuBaHu cy Beh on kpaja 1928.
KOHKYpCH 3a Tiaymie, GuiM je cHuUMJbeH TokoM 1929. ronuHe, a cBedaHa mpemujepa
I'pewnuuye 6e3 zpexa onpxana je y 6eorpajackom o6uockomny ,,Kacuna® 12. anpuna 1930.
®unm je omnmmuHO mpuxBaheH of Tiemanana, a HUCY M30CTalie HH IMOXBaje KPUTHKE.
HcTakHyTO je na cy ,,CHUMYU jacHu, yucmu u 0oopu Kao y cmpanum guimosuma‘*, na ce
Haj3aj] T0jaBUO jemaH ycmeo aomahu ¢uiaM ca HAmMM TIIyMIIMMa, n1a Tpeba ojaTh
NpU3Hamke yropHoM rocnoauny HoBakoBuhy, na je oBo moka3 na ce u'y CpOuju mory
CHHMATH Hal¥ (UIMOBH HTI.

Mehyrtum, kao npoayuent, Kocra HoBakoBuh Huje ycrneo aa moBpaTH HOBAIl KOjU
je ynoxuo y peanuzanujy dunma I pewmnuya oe3 zpexa, te ce mnocie 1931. rogunHe
ETOBa JICJTAaTHOCT CMambHiIa U CBEJIa HAa CHUMame HapyueHux ¢uiamosa. I'onune 1939. —
noBoaoM mpociaBe 550. rogummuie KocoBcke Outke HoBakoBuh je, mo HapynOuHN
Opnbopa 3a mpociaBy, oTnodeo cHuMame ¢unma Ilpocnasa 550. zodummuye Kocoscke
oumke xoju HUKana Huje 3aBpuieH. CadyBaHe Cy JBE WIpaHEe W jeaHA JOKyMEHTapHa
CEKBEHIIA, aJld HHj€ JaCHO KaKo je TO Tpebasio Aa OyAe YKIOMIBEHO Y LETHHY.

3a Bpeme |l cBerckor para Kocra HoBakoBuh HHje cHMMao, a mo ociobohemy
Bbeorpana okroOpa 1944. Ouo je jeman on mpeaaBaya Ha Kypcy 3a (PUIMCKE CHUMATebe
koju je opranuzoBaia ®duimMcka ceknuja BpxoBHor mradba Hapomnoocmobommmauke
BOjCKE. 3aTUM j€ HEKOJMKO ToJuHa paauo Kao cHumaresb y doro-puamckoM 3aBomy
Menununckor ¢dakynreta y beorpany. [Ipemunyo je 1. neniem6pa 1953. roaune.

Mehy mano6pojuum nuonupuma nomaher ¢unma y CpOuju usmely Ilpor u
Hpyror cBetckor para Kocra HoakoBuh 3ay3uma Beoma 3HauajHo mecto. He camo 3aTo
IITO je y TOM MepHoAy peann3oBao Hajehu Opoj ¢umimoBa, Beh u 3aTo mTO je OHO
HaJaXxHyT, YIOpaH M JAapOBUT MpodecruoHaiall, MmoTnyHo mocBehen ¢guimy — ycrBapu
IpBH MpaBu JoMahu GUIMCKHM WHAYCTpHjanal. A TO HaM Jokasyje u ¢uiM I pewnuya
0e3 zpexa, cpehoM cadyBaH /10 HalllMX JIaHa.



Dejan Kosanovi¢

THE SINNER WITHOUT SIN

Original title in Serbian: GreSnica bez greha

Production: "Novakovi¢ Film®, Belgrade, 1930

B/W, 35 mm, silent, 1817 meters (7 reels)

Author and director: Kosta Novakovié

Photography: Kosta Novakovi¢ and his collaborators

Actors: Sonja Stanisavljevi¢, Persa Pavlovié, Nikola Gosi¢, Viktor Starci¢, Ilija Dragié,
Milivoje Krsti¢ and others

Censored on April 12 1930 (Permission card No. 90/930)

First screening in Belgrade cinema ”Kasina®“ on April 12, 1930.

Kosta Novakovi¢ was one of most important film pioneers in Serbia between the
First and the Second World Wars. He was born in the Serbian town of Cagak on June 6,
1885 and passed away in Belgrade on December 1, 1953. Kosta Novakovi¢ graduated in
pharmacology in Zagreb in 1923, worked as a pharmacist and owned a pharmacy, but in
1925 his interest turned to cinema. In Belgrade he founded the production society
”Novakovi¢ Film®, and, a little later, built his own studio and laboratory with about half a
dozen employees. After 1928 he leased four Belgrade cinema theaters and started the
distribution of imported foreign films as well.

Between 1929 and 1941 Kosta Novakovi¢ produced and realized a large number
of documentaries and commissioned films, directed and filmed by himself or by his
employees. His Novakovié Journal is of specific significane — a newsreel that, starting
in 1926, followed important events in Belgrade, Serbia and the Kingdom of Yugoslavia.
In some years it appeared regularly, but in some there were only a few editions a year. A
large part of Novakovi¢’s documentary footage hes been preserved till our days and is an
important historical witness of that time.

Kosta Novkovié¢’s first attempt in the field of feature film was in 1927 — the
realization of The King of Charleston (cca. 600 meters — two reels), a short burlesque in
the style of Mack Sennett comedies. This film with the subject ”from Belgrade life** had
a very modest success with the audiences and some very bad reviews in the press. But
Novakovi¢ did not lose heart and soon he started his next feature project — the film The
Sinner without Sin. To provide the financial means necessary for this production, he has
sold his pharmacy.

The author of the script and director was Kosta Novakovi¢ himself. He composed
a simple melodramatic story about a country girl. Ljubica, who, persuaded by the village
teacher, goes to Belgrade to study. In the village she leaves behind her fiancé Nikola. In
Belgrade she makes the acquaintance of Lajos, a swindler presenting himself as a
gentelman with the aim of seducing Ljubica. In the critical moment she calls the police
by phone and an inspector arrives in time to save her honor and arrest Lajos. In turns out
that he is a wanted criminal. But Ljubica, devastated because she was on the verge of
becoming a sinner, throws herself from a bridge in the Sava River. Nikola, her fiance
who came to Belgrade looking for Ljubica, saves her when things seem to be beyond



hope. So, true love triumphs and Ljubica and Nikola return to the village, to be married
with parental blessing.

At the end of 1928 cast contests for this new Novakovi¢’s film were advertised
for publicity purposes in daily and periodical press. The film was realized during the year
1929 and the first gala screening of the film The Sinner without Sin was in the Belgrade
cinema “Kasina“ on April 12, 1930. The film was very well received by the audiences
and had some good press reviews, too. It was stressed that photography is clear,
brilliant and good as in any foreign film* and that finally we have a successful
homemade feature with his persistence to prove that it is possible to make domestic films
in Serbia, it was comented in the press.

But, as a producer, Kosta Novakovi¢ was not able to cover production expenses
of the film The Sinner without Sin, so after 1931 he reduced his activites only to

sponsored films. In 1939, on the occasion of celebration of 550" anniversary of the
Battle of Kosovo (historic battle lost by Serbia against Ottoman Empire) the Jubilee
Organizing Committee commissioned the film 550" Anniversary Celebration of the
Battle of Kosovo, which was started but never completed. Two feature and one
documentary sequences of the film are preserved, but it is not clear what the producer’s
comprehensive idea was.

During WWII Kosta Novakovi¢ did not work, and after the liberation of Belgrade
(in October 1944) he was one of lecturers at the First Film Operators Course organized
by Film Section of the Yugoslav Liberation Army. Later, for a couple of years, he
worked as the cinematographer of Photo-Cine Department of the Medical School of
Belgrade University. He passed away on December 1, 1953.

Among only few pioneers of domestic film in Serbia between WWI and WWII
Kosta Novakovi¢ has an important place. Not only because he produced in that period
largest number of films, but because he was an inspired, obstinate and talented film
professional, completely devoted to the cinema — really the first film industrial in Serbia.
It is demonstrated, also, by his silent feature The Sinner without Sin, fortunately
preserved until our days.
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